INSTALLATION OF A RADIO TELESCOPE IN HELLAS
( An ongoing new initiative)

There 1is, currently, an ongoing noteworthy activity of the Section of
Astrophysics, Astronomy, and Mechanics (AAM) of the Physics Department of the
Aristoteleion University of Thessaloniki, Theessaloniki, Hellas (Greece), concerning
the installation of a Radio Telescope (R/T) in Hellas .

About a year or so ago, the Section AAM decided unanimously that the
installation of a modern R/T in Hellas is not only a desirable idea but also a very
constructive step of scientific significance, at both the national and the international
levels. It is noted that such a R/T is missing from the entire broader region of
southern eastern Europe.

After that, the Section’s decision, in the form of a letter by the Section’s
Director, attached herewith as(in greek), was communicated to a wide range
of academic recipients asking them to express their official opinion on the usefulness
of the installation of a R/T. The recipients where academic organizations, e.g.
University Faculties, Departments, and Laboratories, as well as Research Institutes, or
other non governmental or political bodies, thought to be interested in astronomical or
general scientific activities. The response of al , at a national level, was immediate,
positive , and enthusiastic, as it is immediately seen in the attached (in
greek).

Furthermore, it is very significant that, during the 6" Panhellenic Astronomy
Meeting and of the subsequent General Assembly of the Hellenic Astronomical
Society (Hel.A.S.), a supportive Declaration (see[Annex 3) was accepted
unanimously by both bodies, as can be immediately confirmed by the attached
Electronic Newsletter (Nr 68, Section 2, October 2003) of Hel.A.S. (Uunex 4).

From the above it follows that the Hellenic astronomical community
establishment (inside and outside the Hellenic borders) supported by the not purely
astronomical scientific and research organizations in Hellas believes that the
installation of a R/T in Hellas is desirable, useful and imperative.

This report aims at the widest possible spread of information toward all
scientists and researchers living in Hellas or overseas, concerning the installation of a
R/T in Hellas, seeking, at the same time, their support and assistance for this project.

It is obvious that such a project cannot be undertaken by a single Laboratory,
Department, Faculty or University in our country. It concerns a much wider area of
national or even international competence and capability. In order to firmly coordinate
the above project and strengthen any prospects of endorsement of any official
application toward the establishment of a R/T in Hellas, we appeal to all interested
colleagues to send their comments and remarks to:

Nikolaos K. Spyrou,

Professor of Astronomy,

Director of the Section of Astrophysics, Astronomy and Mechanics,
Laboratory of Astronomy, Department of Physics

Section of Astrophysics, Astronomy and Mechanics,

Arisotle University of Thessaloniki , 541.24 Thessaloniki

Tel. +30-310-99.8181

E-mail address: spyrou@helios.astro.auth.gr,




John-Hugh Seiradakis,

Professor of Observational Astronomy,

Laboratory of Astronomy, Department of Physics
Section of Astrophysics, Astronomy and Mechanics,
Arisotle University of Thessaloniki , 541.24 Thessaloniki
Tel. +30-310-99.8173

E-mail address: jhs@helios.astro.auth.gr
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Mpog

K ' . Aaokapidn

KaBnyntn-AleubuvTni

Touéag AoTpo@uaoikng, AcTpovouiag kal Mnxavikig
TuAua Puoikig

EBvikS kal KatrodioTpiako MNavetiotpio ABnvwv
157.83 ZQI'PADOZ (AOHNA)

©¢ua: Eykardoraon PadiotnAsokorriou atnv EAAGoa.

AyatnTé K* Aaokapion,

Me tTnv €moToA aut Ba ABeAa va evnuepwWow €0dg Kal Ta WEAN TNG
ETMOTAPOVIKAG MovAdAG Ca¢ yia pia TTOAU TTpoéo@aTtn TpwToBoulia Tou Touéa
AoTtpo@uaikng, Aaotpovouias kai  Mnyavikng  (AAM) Tou [lavemoTnuiou
©eocalovikng.

Mpéogata o Topéag pag, atn ouvedpiaor] Tou Ap.2/22-1-2003 kal pe TTARPN
OMoQWvia TwVv PMEAWV TOU, aTTOQACICE OTI Eival avayKaia Kal XPACIKWN N EYKATdoTaon
evog padiornAsokorriou (P/T) otnv EAAGDQ.

O1 avTiKelpevikoi oTdx0I TNG eykataoTaong evog P/T otnv EAAGSa gival TToOAAOI,
TPETTEl, OUWG, va TovioBouv IBIaiTepa o1 £ENG:

1. H ekmraideuon EANNAVWY PETATITUXIAKWY UTTOTPOQWYV KAl N EPEUVNTIKA fi/Kai
TEXVOAOYIKN) €pyacia €TOTNUOVWY CO€ ETMIOTAPOVIKO OpYyavo TTOU HEXPI TwWPa OV
umdpxel otV Xwpa pag. H die€aywyr autrig Tng ekTmaideuong Kal epyaciag aTo
EOWTEPIKO TNG XWPAG HOG AVOUEVETAI APEVOG EV VA  PEIWOEl AloBNTA TO pubud, ue
TOV OTTOI0 Ol AVWTEPW VEOI ETTIOTANOVES KOl EPEUVNTEG AVAYKAZOVTAl VO KATAPEUYOUV
OTNV XPron QavTicToIXwV ETTICTNHOVIKWY OPYAVWY TOU €EWTEPIKOU, aPETEPOU OE va
QVOKOUQIOEI TO OXETIKO TTPOUTTOAOYIOHO TNG XWPAS HaG,

2. H ocupmAjpwon Tou Eupwrtraikol Aiktuou ZuuBoAouctpiag pe éva PIT
EYKATEOTNUEVO €KEl akpIBWGS OTTou UTTApXEl £AAEIpn, dnAadr, TNV vorioavaToAikn
Evpwrn. ‘lowg dev eival oe 6Aoug yvwoTd, OTI 6Aa Ta v XPNOEl EUPWTTAIKA



PadIOTNAECKOATTIO UYPNAWY CUXVOTATWY CUlBaivel va BpiokovTtal €TTi JIGg vonTAG KAT&
Tpooéyyion subeiag, pe dielBuvon atmo voTIoduTIKG (loTTavia) TTpog BopeloavaToliKd
(Pivhavdia). Zuvemrwg, n eykardoTtacn evog P/T  uwnAwv OuyxvoTATWY  Kal
TTPONYMEVNG TEXVOAOYIOG OTNV XWPA UAG, TTEQAV KAl APKETA EKTOC TNS QVWTELW
euBeiag, €ival €k TWV TTPAYHATWY ETTIOTAPOVIKWG aTTapaitnTn, Ba AugAoEl ONUAVTIKA
TIG duvaTdTNTEG KAl TNV aTTdédoon Tou EupwiraikoU AiIKToou ZuuBoAoucstpiac kal Ba
ETMTPEWYEI TNV €EVEPYO OCUMMETOXN TNG XWPAG HOG OTO YEVIKOTEPO Eupwtraikd
ETMOTAMOVIKO yiyveoBal,

3. Etreidn éva P/T Ba eCuttnpeTei Ta €MIOTNUOVIKGA evOIa@EéPOVTA Kal OKOTTOUG
OXI MOVOV TNG aOTPOVOUIKAG KOoIvOTHTAS AANG €TTi TTAEOV KAl TwV ETTICTNUOVWY TWV
AOXOANOUPEVWY HE AAAEG ETTIOTAUES OTTWG 1 TEICUOAOYIA, N EQAPUOCLIEVH YEWPUUTIKI,
n yewdaioia, 1o gyyuc d1aoTnuiko mepIiBaAAov kar n atudéoeaipa, n eyKataoTaor] TOU
Ba pmopouce va cuuBdAel, PEXPIG €vOG onuegiou, OTnv evioxuon 1 Kal évapgn
OUVEPYATIag ETTIOTNUOVWV-EPEUVNTWY OIAQOPWY ETTIOTHUOVIKWY EVOIAQELOVTWY Kai
EIGIKOTATWY, OTO OUVTOVIOUO TWV QVTIOTOIXWYV ETTICTAMOVIKWY TTPOYPANUATWY Kal,
OUVETTWG, OTNV ATTOBOTIKOTEPN XPNHUATOdOTNOH TOUG,

4. O katd Tekpnpiov dieBvnG pdAog evog P/T kal n Xpnoipotroino Tou atmmo

eMOTAPOVEG aTTd OOV Tov KOOPOo Ba cupBdAel oTnv avapBaduion TNG ETTIOTANOVIKAG

TTAPOUCiag TNG Xwpag Hag e Eupwtraikd aAAG Kal TTayKOouIo TTITTESO.

Ormwg, iowg, yvwpilete, n eykatdotaon evog P/T otmnv EAAGda, cixe
ammaoxoAnoer TNV EAANVIK aoTpovouIKr)  KolvoTnTa Kal  TraAaidtepa. Mo
OUuyKekpIPéva, To 1999 amd Tnv EBvikr) AaTpovouikr) ETTiTpotrh gixe dlopyavwOei otnv
MevtéAn Twv ABnvwyv To Ouvédpio «AoTpovouia 2000+». ZT0 GuvédPIO aQUTO, N
opioBcica OieBvAg, €CWTEPIKN EMTPOTIA €1dIKWyY, OTV ava@opd TnG (Me TiTAO
Astronomy in Greece At the Gates of the 21°' Century) Tpog Tnv E6vikrj AGTpOVOIKH
EmTpottA, €ixe Tmpoteivel, w¢ Mia ammd TIC TTPOTEPAIOTNTEG TNG ETTIOTAMNG TNG
AaTpovouiag oTnv XWwpa hag, Tnv eykatraotaon evog P/T otnv EAAGBa. Or gpeuvnTikoi
oTOXOl TNG TPAOTACNG AUTAG NTAV OUCIACTIKA Ol TTPOaVAQPEPBEVTEG QVTIKEIMEVIKOI
oTOXOI TNG gykatdoTaong Tou P/T otnv EAAGSa. H avwTtépw TTpdTach Tou cuvedpiou
€ixe TUXEl TOTE TNG €UMEVOUG ATTOOOXNAG ATTO TOUG OUMMETEXOVTEC OTO OUVEDPIO.
Evowel, o6pwg, Tou yeyovotog OTI TOTE €ixav NAON Eekivioel ol diadikaaoieg
EYKATAOTAONG TOU TnAEoKoTTiou ApioTapxog, eixe KpiBei 6T auth n TpoTach
eykardaoTaong evog P/T Ba émpetre va oulntnBei kal TTaAl, étav Ba gixe oAokAnpwOei
n €ykaraotaon Tou TnAeokoTriou Apiotapyxog. 'Hon, OTTwg gival yvwoTo, 01 KTIPIOKEG
eyKaTaoTdoelg Tou TnAsokoTriou ApioTapyxo¢ eival  £TOINEG, TO TNAEOKOTTIO auTd
avapéveTal va TTapadoBei atrd TNV KOTAOKEUAOTPIO £TAIPEID OTO APECWGS TTPOOEXEG
MEANOV, WoTe gival TTAéov duvaTd va apxioel n diadikagia eykatdotaong Tou P/T otnv

XWpa Jag.

Eival pdAAhov mTpogavég 611, Adyw TwV TTOAAATTAWY XPACEWYV Kal OUVATOTATWY
evog P/T kal AOyw Tou OXETIKA PEYGAOU KOOTOUG KATAOKEUAG Kal AEIToupyiag Tou, TO
TTPOYPAPPa eykaTdoTaong evog P/T dev ptropei va eival appodidtntag pévov evog
EpyaoTtnpiou Acotpovopiag, i evog Touéa, oute evog TUAUOTOG, oUTE, akOun, evog
MavemoTtnuiou. Auto Ba eival éva TTpoypauua TTaveAAnviag (TouAdxioTov) eupéAciag,
O0TO OTT0i0 KaBOPIoTIKGG Ba gival 0 poAog kat apxAv Tou EAANVIKOU KpdToug Kal Tng
EupwTraikrig 'Evwong, aAAd kal IEBVWV OXETIKWY UTTNPECIWV KAl opyaviouwy (TT.X.
NASA, European Space Agency, Max Planck Gesellshaft) kai, omrwodnmore, Twv
EAAVWY Kal QINEAAVWVY peAWV TnG 81EBVOUG ETTIOTAPOVIKAG KOIVOTNTAG. ETTOPéVWG,
TO &v AOYyw TIPOYPOUMUA EYKATAOTOONG OTTAITEl, O €OVIKG emmimedo, TNV €upuTEPN
ouvarn kal, av autd ival duvard, TNV oudPwvn atmodoxr Kal UTTooThPIEA Tou, WOoTE
ME aflwoelg va emdlwxOei n TTpayuatotmoinon Tou o€ eBvIkO kai dieBvég etmitredo. To
0Ik6 pag Epyaoctrpio Aotpovouiag AAM/AMNO atmAwg avalapBdavel Tnv TTpwToROoUAiIa,



ME OKOTTO va digpeuvnBei N duvaTtdTnTa dIAPNOPPWONS AUTAG TNG eupUTEPNS BUVATAG
oupoewviag.

Otmwg, Adn avaeépbnke, n TTpdTACN Yyia Tnv eykatdoTtaon evog P/T otnv
EAMGda oulnmibnke otnv avwtépw ouvedpiacon Tou Topéa pag, n 6 opopwvn
YVWHN Twv JeAwv Tou Topéa gival n TpdTacn auTh va TTpowBnBei yia oculTnon Tpog
0Aou¢ TOUS evOIAPEPBLIEVOUC POPEIC, TWV OTToIWY Kal TTPETTEl va ¢nTnBEi N yvwun Kai
BonBeia, pe KUpIo, MPOC 10 APV, OTOXO TN SIAUOPPWON CUNPWVIOS WG TTPOG TNV
avaykaidtnTa Kal XPnoiudTnTa £YKATAOTAONS £VOG TETOIOU OpYAvVOoU OTNV XWPA HOG.
E@ooov kdm TéTOIO €mMiTEUXBei, Ba Atav Ouvatrd Katotv va oulntnBei kal n
onuioupyia piag emMTPOTIAG TTAVEAANVIOG €UPEAEIOg Kal TTOAUBEUATIKAG aouvBeong,
£€PYO TNG oTroiag Ba ATAV HIO TTPWTN AVTIMETWITION PETAYEVEOTEPWY BEPATWY OTTWG
T.X. O OUVTOVIOUOG TWV EVEPYEIWV TWV MEAWV TNG ETTICTNPOVIKAG KOIVOTNTAG, MId
aflohdynon Twv mBavwyv Béoewv eykataoTtacng Tou P/T, 1o oxnua OI0IKNTIKAG
UTTOOTAPIENG Kl TO VOUIKG KaBeoTWG AciToupyiag Tou P/T K.A.T.

Me Bdon 6Aa Ta avwTépw, PE TNV ETIOTOAN QUTA, TTEpav NG Kat apxniv
EVNUEPWONAG OOG KAl AUTHG TwV PEAWV TNG ETTIOTAMOVIKAG Jovadag oag, TBUPW, €K
Mépoug Twv peAwyv Tou Topéa AAM/ATMO, va IntAcw, o€ €éva TveUUA QVOIKTAG
guvepyaoiag, TIC OTTOYEIG, TTAPATNPACEIG-UTTOOEICEIC Kal TNV ETTIONUN yVWUN TNG
Movadag oag yia TNV avaykaidtnTa Kal XpnolhoTnta eykardotaong evog P/T otnv
Xwpa pog. Eivar mAéov 1 @avepd, OTI N ék@pacn HIag TETolOG BeTIKAG AAAd Kal
KPIoIUNG, avau@IoBATATA, Yia TO HEAAOV YVWHNG PE KavEVA TPOTTO OeV UTTOONAWVEI
avaAnwn oTTrolacdNTTOTE HOPYNS OECPEUONG, OIKOVOMIKAG A GAANG HWOp®NG, NG
Movadag oag Kal Twv PEAWV TNG, TTEPAV Kal ATTAWG ToU YeyovoTog TNG oUN@WVNG,
QUTAG KB’ eauTrlv, yvwung OAwv 00g yia TNV avaykaidtnta Kal Xpnoiuétnta
eykardaoTaong evog P/T oTnv xwpa pag.

Me TR
O AieuBuvTtig Tou Touéa AAM/ATNG

NikéAaog K. Z1TUpou
KaBnyntg AoTpovopiag
(E-mail address: spyrou@astro.auth.gr)

Y.l H avwtépw atmé@aon Tou Topéa AAM/AMNO  €xel Ndn uttooTnpixBei (katd
XPOVOAOYIKN oeIpd):

Katd n Mevikn Zuvéleuon ApiBu.2 Tng 22a¢6 lavouapiou 2003 Twv PeAwyY Tou Touéa
Aotpo@uaikiig, Aotpovouiag kai Mnxavikng tou [llavemornuiou Osooalovikng.
Katd tnv koivh ouvedpiaon Tou AloIKNTIKOU ZupBouliou TNG EAANVIKAS AGTPOVOUIKAS
Eraipeiag kal Twv JeAWwv TG EBvIKr¢ Aatpovouikrs Emirporig g 5™ deBpouapiou
2003.

Kard mn Mevik Zuvéeuon 1ng 8" dePpouapiou 2003 Twv PeAwv Tou Touéa
AoTtpouoikng, Aatpovouiag kar Mnxavikn¢ Tou KatmmodioTpiakoUu [llavetrioTnuiou
ABnvwv.

Kard mn Meviki Zuvéheuon ApiBu.6 Tng 3™ MapTiou 2003 Twv peAWV Tou Turnuarog
®duaoikng NG XoAAG OceTikwyv EmoTnuwy Tou MNavetmoTtnuiou ©ccoalovikng.
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(Mivakag EOvikng Avrarmrokpiong)

ITINAKAY
EONIKH ANTAMNOKPIZH
ZTHN EFKATAZTAZH PAAIOTHAEZKOMNIOY XTHN EAAAAA
(Ymoypaupilovrar 6cor arravinoav ornv €MmoToAn)

1. MEAH TOY TOMEA AAM/XOE/AIIO® (N.K.Xmvupov, L.-X. Xeipadaknc, 1.
Xoaztnonuntpiov, Xt. Avyorovnne, X. BapBoyine, A. Bhayog , X. Iytvapoyiov, N.

Kopavikorac, K. Kékkotoc, A. Horadomovroc,D. I'pnyopéing I'. Bovywatine,
N. Xtepyrovrog)

2. EAAHNIKH A2TPONOMIKH ETAIPEIA (EAAZET) (1. Aaokapidng)

3. EONIKH AZTPONOMIKH EMNITPOIH (EAE) (1.-X. Z€1paddkng)

4. KOINH XYNEAPIA EAAXET KAI EAE

MéAn A.Z./ EAAZET (1. Aaokapidng, E. AviwvotmrouAou, K. Toiyyavog, E.
©¢odooiou, =. Mouocodg)

MéAn EOviknic Aorpovouiknig Emitporriic (EAE) (1.-X. Zg1paddkng, E. KovTi{dg,
E. MAsiwvng, A. Xar{ndnunTtpiou, Aig. XapAadtng)

5. APIXTOTEAEIO ITANEITIZETHMIO GEXXAAONIKHX

>x0AA OceTikwv ETmoTnuWwy
Koounreia (A. QIATTITidng)

Tunuo Pvoixnc (A. Kvpidkoc)
Touéoc Actpoovoiknc, Actpovouioc kot Myyaviknc (N.K. Xxdpov)
Touéac Epapuoywy Puaoikne kai Puaiknc MepiBdirovroc (AAK. MTTdncg)

Tunua 'swAoyiac(l'. Todkacg)

Touéac I'swovorxnc (I1. Xatlnonuntpiov)

Touéac MerewpoAovyiac kar KAiuaroAoyiac (X. MmaAag@ouTtng)
Touéac Quaiknc kai lMNepiBaArovrikne Fewypapiac (A. YiAoBikog)

MNoAuTtexVviK 2x0AN

(2xoAn Tormoypdewy kai Aypovouwyv Mnxavikwy)
Topéag M'ewdaigiag kal Toroypaiag (A. PwoolKOTTouAog)

6. INXSTITOYTO TEXNIKHY YEIXMOAOI'TAY KAT ANTIZEIXMIKQN
KATAYKEYON (ITEXAK)




(B_Agkidng, ®ecoarovikn)

7. EGNIKO KATIOAIZTPIAKO ITANEITIEXTHMIO AGHNQN
Tunua Puoikig
Tousac Actpoovoiknc, Actpovouioc kot Muyyaviknc (II. Aackapionc)

Tunua swAoyiag (K.MakpOd1TouAog)

Epyaortipio Quoiknc tnc Atudoeaipac kai KAiuaroAoviac (X.Zgpe@og)
Touéac Nswypagiag kar KAluaroAoyiacg (I'. A€ifaditng)

Touéac swoeuaikng kai MNewBeppiag (E. Adyiog)

Touéac Auvauikng TekTovikng Kai Egapuoouévne MewAovyiag (Z. AEKKAG)

8. TANEITIZTHMIO ITATPON

Tunua Puoikig

Topéag OewpnTikAg Kal MaBnuatikng PuoIkAg
kai @irooogiac tn¢ Emornung (1. Mdkag)
Epyaarnpio Aarpovouiac (X. Foudnc)

9. NANENIZTHMIO KPHTHZ
TuRua Puoikic (N.KuAdong)

10.MANENIZTHMIO IQANNINQN
Tunua Puoikng
Touéac Aorpoyewypagiac (K.AAuGoavdpakng)

11. EONIKO METZOBEIO NMOAYTEXNEIO

2xoAn Aypovouwyv kai Torroypdewv Mnyavikwyv (A. 'ewpyoTTOUAOG)
Touéacg Tomoypagiac (A. Mapadeiong K. Martradnon)

2xoAn Epapuoouévwv Mabnuarikwyv kai @uoikwv Emornuwyv (I'. Z11abig)

12. MOAYTEXNEIO =ANOHZ
Touéac TnAemkoivwviwy kai Aiaotnuikiis (E. Zappnig)

13. EONIKO AZTEPOZKOINEIO AOGHNQN
Tp6edpog¢ rou AloikntikoU ZupBouliou (A. AGAAG)
Ivoritouro Aorpovouiac kai Aarpoeuaikic (X. Foudng, Avri Tou Mpoédpou A/Y)
rswduvauikd Iverirouro (. ZTaupakakng)
Ivornirodro Aiaornuikwv E@apuoywv kair TnAsmokomnong (M. MaBiotroulog)
Ivornitouro Epsuvwy lepiaAiovrog kai Biwoiung Avamruéng (M.IMeTpdkng)
Ivorirouro NESTOR (/\. PeoBdavng)

14. AKAAHMIA AGHNQN

Kévrpo Epsuvwyv AoTtpovouiac Kai Egapuoouévwv Mabnuartikwy (I'.KoviétrouAog)
Kévrpo Epsuvwyv Aotpovoyiac kai Eeapuoouévwv Mabnuartikwy (N. BoyAng)
Kévrpo Epeuvag @uaoikng tng Atudopaipas kai KAiuaroAoyiag (X.PemTarmq)
Kévrpo Epeuvag ®uoikns tns Atuoopaipag kai KAiuaroAoyiag (M. Aiyopevidong)
A.NavotrouAog (“Oikade”)
A. Maupidong (Ouoétiyog Kabnyntig AlMNO - AvtemiotéAAov MéAog Tng Akadnpuiag

ABnvov)
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HELLENIC ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
NUMBER 68 October 2003

E-mail: elaset@astro.auth.gr ~ WWW: http://www.astro.auth.gr/elaset

TOPICS:

1. The 6th Hellenic Astronomical Conference

2. The General Assembly of HelAS

3. New Members of Hel.A.S.

4. Job Opening

5. Debate on Possible Hazards from Near Earth Objects (NEO)
6. Upcoming Astronomy meetings in Greece

7. About this newsletter...

2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF HelAS

- The General Assembly of HelAS took place in the last day, Sept. 17th,
of the 6th Hellenic Astronomical Conference at the National Observatory
of Athens, in Penteli. In the beginning, the President of the Society, on behalf
of the Governing Council, thanked the members of the Scientific and Local
Organizing Committees for their efforts towards a successful Conference.

The Secretary of HelAS, highlighted that the 6th Hellenic Astronomical
Conference was characterized by (i) the high level of the invited and the
great majority of contributed presentations and (ii) by the large
participation of young astronomy researchers and students.

Hence, the future of Greek Astronomy may appear rather promising.

- Prof. J. H. Seiradakis the president of the previous Greek National
Committee of Astronomy (GNCA), announced that the joint efforts by the GNCA
and the Governing Council of HelAS for a more representative appointment by
the State of the GNCA were successful and the new members of the GNCA who have
just been nominated include the President and the Secretary of HelAS. He also
announced the new GNCA members: J. Seiradakis (Chairman), J. Ventura, P.G.
Laskarides, K. Tsinganos, E. Harlaftis, while J. Daglis, M. Kafatos, S. Katsanevas,
E. Plionis and N. Prantzos were appointed as substitute members.

- The General Assembly unanimously declared its strong support for the installation
of a radio telescope in Greece, as suggested by Prof. N. Spyrou.

- The island of Cefallonia was selected as the place of the next (7th) HelAS
Astronomical Conference and Dr. N. Solomos accepted the responsibility to
organize it locally.

- 8 new ordinary, 6 new Junior members of the Society as well as 6 new associated
members were elected, while 4 members withdrew their membership in the society.
Their names are given below.

END------- HELLENIC ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER-------- END
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DECLARATION
FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A RADIO TELESCOPE
IN HELLAS (GREECE)

We, the participants of the 6™ Hellenic Astronomical Conference and the
participants of the subsequent General Assembly of the Hellenic Astronomical
Society, would like to publicly assert that Astronomy is one of the most
fundamental, attractive and educational sciences, and that, with its beauty
and its message of our place in the Universe, is a precious treasure of
humanity, on which we rely for our knowledge and understanding of our
origins and destiny. Its cultural, historical, philosophical and aesthetic values
help to establish a better understanding between natural sciences, arts and
humanitarian sciences.
We strongly believe that astronomical education and research in all the
regions of the electromagnetic spectrum are equally important for the
development and promotion of Science and Technology.
We note that in Hellas, astronomical research is actively pursued, both
theoretically and observationally, in many areas. However, observational
research of radio-emitting cosmic sources can only be performed abroad.
This is due to the fact that, although modern optical telescopes exist (or are
being constructed) in our country, a radio telescope does not exist, neither in
Hellas nor in its broader surrounding region of southeastern Europe.
With this

we declare

our strong wish for the installation of a radio telescope in Hellas.

We believe that the installation of a radio telescope will be to the benefit of
scientific research nation-wide from both the observational point of view and
that of the necessary interaction between theory and observation, as well as
from the technological point of view. Also, according to the warm response
and encouragement we have received up to now, a large number of
colleagues from a wide range of other scientific and technological disciplines
believe that they could use such an instrument in our country in their research
activities, and benefit from its use. Such disciplines are seismology,
geophysics, geology, geography, geodesy and topography, physical and
environmental sciences, near-Earth space environment, astroparticle physics,
meteorology and climatology, atmospheric physics, deep sea research; and
the benefits will be raised from the mutual collaboration of these disciplines
with astronomy and from a better coordination of research programs of
common interest and a more effective financial funding and expenditure.

We note that crucial discoveries have been made with radio telescopes to
advance our knowledge of the universe, such as the detection of the cold
neutral hydrogen content of the galaxy, the discovery of the remnant radiation
of the hot early universe, the discovery of quasars and pulsars, and of the
complex interstellar molecules. Four Nobel Prizes have been awarded to
scientists involved in these discoveries during the last few decades.

We are aware that the installation of a radio telescope in southeastern Europe
will be a very important addition to the European and intercontinental network



of Very Long Baseline Interferometry (VLBI). It will significantly increase the
space resolution of the European VLBI network and will improve its coverage.
The international cooperation that will be initiated will provide our country with
leading participation in forefront research, thus upgradinge research and
education, in our country, and will createing a beneficial cooperation in
various disciplines, including industry.

We understand (realize) that the installation of a modern radio telescope in
Hellas is not a national project, but, in realitly, a multinational project to be
addressed in the first place to the Hellenic authorities and political parties
and also to intergovernmental organizations.

We urge the Hellenic government and the political parties to endorse this
declaration as one of their first priorities of the national research policy in the
immediate future.

We are ready to collaborate and offer our help, knowledge and skills in every
possible way towards the realization of our suggestion.

We also urge the European Union, the International Astronomical Union, the
International Council of Scientific Unions and all relevant scientific societies to
support our cause and use all means at their disposal to assist the installation
of a radio telescope in Hellas.

We strongly believe that the installation of a radio telescope in Hellas is a
precious investment for the future, which will undoubtedly assist and promote
scientific research in astronomy and many other disciplines at both national
and international level.
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